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no essential sense a part of the Arab world, but its people con-
stitute a separate nation. It should therefore be an independent
State with its face turned towards Europe.

(v) There are others who try to extract and combine the
element of truth in all these views. They admit that Lebanon
is an Arab country by character and by destiny ; but they believe
that its special traditions confer upon it a special destiny in the
Arab world : as a centre of Arab Christian life, as a gateway to
the West and as a place where adherents of different religions
can meet on absolutely equal terms.

Speaking generally and with large reservations, one may say
that the first idea is held mainly by Sunni Moslems; the second
by Moslem Arab nationalists and those Christians who believe
that a lay nationalism is possible and desirable; the third by
members of all minorities, particularly among the older genera-
tion ; the fourth mainly by Maronites and other Uniates; and
the fifth by Christians who want to remain fully Christian while
being fully Arab nationalists.

These differences of conception involve different points of
view on various particular issues:

(i) The question of the frontiers of Lebanon. In general,
those who regard Lebanon as a separate entity have wished to
preserve the frontiers of 1920, since otherwise it would be even
kss defensible and eccmomically self-supporting than at present
The adherents of the first two views on the contrary have wished
to return to the frontiers of the old Sanjaq, possibly with the
addition of Beirut

(II) Many of those who regard Lebanon as an independent
country or as a refuge wish it to be under the protection of a
Western Power which will take in it an interest which is more
than political. For most of them that Western Power must be
France, but there are others who would prefer Great Britain
or the United States. Those who regard Lebanon as in any
sense a port of the Arab world, however, consider such pro-
tection too dangerous both for Lebanon and for the Arab world
to be permitted*

(iii) A great many of those for whom Lebanon is a separate
country recognize nevertheless that she must have a dose
cfxwaxxi with Syria and other Arabic-speaking countries; but
they insist that it must be based upon formal equality. The
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